any more of the cairns, as it was evident that they belonged to
the sect which burned their dead and buried their ashes only,
without weapons, or smaller cups and utensils, and it is
probable, I think, these cairns, which contain urns with ashes
in them, belong to the same sect as those which used kistvaens
for the same purpose, wherever stones could be conveniently
obtained for their erection*
It is possible, also, that the cairns and kistvaens were
family sepulchres, in which, as each member died in succession,
his ashes were collected and deposited in the cairn. At the
same time, the labour of opening out tlie whole, from top to
bottx>m, on each successive occasion of a death, would have
been almost equal to the construction of a new cairn ; and if
this system had been followed, a greater mixture of gravel of
the soil of the spot with the soft whitish earth placed about
the urns might have taken place, which would have been
observable now. It is more probable, I think, that the cairns
may have belonged to the tribe collectively ; that as members
died their ashes were preserved by their families in urns, and
when a sufficient number had accumulated in the tribe they
were deposited in a cairn, and finally closed op. This
hypothesis appears, perhaps, more reasonable than the other ;
and may account as well for the perfect condition of these
urn-cairns as for the manner in which the light earth was first
placed, then covered by gravel and morani, and finally by
stones and earth intermingled, to the top of the cairn, around
which the double or single circles of large stones were placed.
REMAINS NEAR  THE  SHAHPUR HILLS.
These are of a very iraried and interesting diaracter* and
it-is necessary to describe them separately. The first met wiA*
coming from SJboralpur on the Shabpur road, about 0ine miles
from Shoraptir and three from Sfiahpur,, is near the small village